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FELERAL ELECTION COMMISRIOMN
WASHIMSTOM, 0L, 2R
Jume 16, 2004

Chatlie Buckels, Treasuret
Eepublican Party of Louisiana
7216 Wreenwood Blvd., Sueite i )
Baton Rouge, LA 70309 R“%.:E;E 1211:&&?: tﬁ‘-

Identifcstion Number:  CIG1IE745)
Reterence: July Quarterly Repor: {4/1/03-6/3003]
Diear 841, Buckefs:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. This notice requests information. essentad to full public diseloqre of
vour federal election campaign fingnces. AR adequate response mast be recelved at
the Commissicn by the respoose date neled above. An itemmination of the information

peaded foliows:

“The totals listed on Lines 21{2Xi) and 21(a)ii), Column B of the Detajled
Swmmsary Page(s) appear 10 be incorrect. Please he advised that you should
odd the "Calendar Year-to-Date" total from your previous report 1o the
cyreent "Total This Period” figure from Colomn A to denve the comeet
Colmmn B totals. Please amend your teport and any subsequent reports it
may be affected by this onrrection.

~Your report doea not disclose amy peymenis for sslery or wapges ofl
Schadule P supporting Line 30(b) of the Detiled Summary Page. 11 CFR
§10024 defines as Fodersl Election Activity, servives provided by an
ermployee of a State, distict or local party comuities who spends mwore
than 25 percent of thelr tme during that month o actlvities i copnection
with o Federal elestion. You are advised that peyments for salaries and
wages for employees who spend more than 25 percent of, their compensated
tme in a given month on Federal Election Aetivity or activities in
connection with a Federal election snust ke made with Federal funds only.
Please provide clarification regacding the lack of payments for salary and
wagas disclosed by your commiittes.
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-Bchedule B supporting Line 21{(b) of vour report discloses 2 paymenhz)
totaling $54,666.49 for “Direct Mail Piece, Postage-Direct Mail, Printing

Drirect, and Telemorketing Fundeaising.” Fxpenditurss and disbursements
for public comsmunications {as defined under 11 CFR §106.24} that refer to
a clearly identified candidatz for Federal office and thet promote, sappor,
attack or oppose any candidaie for Fedesa! office, meet the definition of
Federal Election Activity under i1 CFR §160.24 and should be disclosed
on Schedue B for Lina 30(b) atony with the identity of tie ¢andidate{s).
However, public comnumications that meet the definition of Federl
Flection Activity and that aiso coutaln express advocacy as defined under
11 CFR §100.22, would cozstitute an in-land contribution, an independent
expenditore ar 8 coordinated patty expenditure and should be properiy
disctosed on & Schedule B, B or F supporting Lines 23, 24 or 25, a8
sppropriate, rather than on Schedule B for Line 30(h). Please amend you
teport to properly disclose this activity or provide clanfymg information.

-Schedule H4 supporting Line 21{2) of your report discloses a paymeni(s}
for “Fumployee Health s, Payroll Taxes, Salary, and Enmplovee
Iisurence’. Pleaze be odvised that pursuant to 11 CFR §300.35(c) 2},
salarics and wages for employees who spend mote than 25% of their
compensated time in a given month an Federa] election activity or actividies
in connection with a Federal election mwst not be aliocated between or
assong federal and non-faderal accounts, Rather, only federal fimds may be
usedl  Further, the Comumission concluded in Advisory Opinion 203-i1
that amounts spent for empioyee-specific “fringe bensfits,” consisting of
halth insurance, disebility insurance, life insurance, retirement peneits and
payroil taxes, falt into the category of compenseted tne.

Any teimbursement from your comritiee’s non-federal account for this
payment is ot permissible and wmust be returned. Althongh the
Commisyion may take fether legal action reparding this mmproper
ailocation activity, your prompt sction will be taken inte consideration.

-Schedule H4 supporting Line 21{a} of your report discloses a payiment{s}
for “Advertisiug, Postage Machine, Postage, Postage Deposit, New FPhones
for Office, Quarterly Payment on Postage Machines, Telephone Expense,
Telephone Servize, and Telephone-Expense-Cant. Call”. Pleage ba advised
that purspant to 11 CER  &300.33(e)(1} expetditures for public
comnumications {as defined by 11 CFR §100.26) that sefer t0 8 cleaty
identified candidate for Federal office and that promaote, support, atiek or
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oppose any such candidate for Federal affice must not be allocated between
or among federal and non-foderal accounts. Oy federal funds may be
used.

Further, expenditures and dishursements for public communications that
refer to a clearly identified candidate for Feders] office and that promote,
suppont, attack or oppose any candidate for Federal office, wieel the
definition of Federal Flection Aciivity undex 1 CFR §104.24 and showtl
he disclosed on Schedule B for Line 30(b) along with the idennty of the
csndidate(s). However, public communications that meet the definition of
Federal Election Activity and that also contain express edvocrcy s defined
under 11 CFR $108.22, would copstituie sn in-kind contmbition, sn
independent expenditere or a coordinated party expenditure and shauld be
properly disclogsed on & Schedule B, E or F supporting Lines 23, 24 or 235,
73 appropriste, rather than on Schednle B for Line 30(b). Please amend
your wepott to propetly disclose this activity.

T this activity was categorized incorrectly, the Commission recommends
that vou immediately transfee the funds reccived by your federal account
for thig aetivity back 1o the non-federal scoount. Although the Comuission
may take further legal action concerning this prohibited actvity, your
prompt action will be taken into consideration.

Your weport discloses limited payiments for sdmimistrstive expenscs.
Administrative axpenses are payiments made for the purpose of operating a
political committes including, but not limted {o, raat, utilities, salavies,
telephone service, office equipment and supplies. Bach state, district oF
local party committee wtilizing separate feders! and non-federal accousts is
requirad to aflocate any adwinistrative expenses (excluding ralary) between
the agcounts according to a fixed percentage selzoted on FEC Schedule Hi.
A Schedule H1 must be filed with the first FEC FORM 3 fited at the
beginning of each calendar year, Payments for salary and wages for
employees who spend more than 25% of their compensated time on Federal
electioh acbvitiss or om echvibes in connection with a Federsl election
must be made from a federl account and disclosed on a Schedule 3
supporting Line 30(b} of the Detailed Summary Page. 1 i CFR E1040.7

Any goods or services provided to your commmties by & petson, gxoept
voluntesr activity {i.o., a person's time), would be considered an in-kind
contribution from that person, and would be subject to the disglosure
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requirements of 2 U.S.C. §434(b)3) and 11 CFR §1(M.15, andd the
limitations and prohibitions of 2 £.5.C. §§441a and 441b.

Clarification regarding administrative expeuses should be provided durimg
each hwo yosr election cygle beginning with the first report filed iv the
nop-clection year. Flease provide the neccssary informution regarding
administrative expenses incured by your commitiee and'or amend your
roport to disclose such expenses agcording 1o the referenced provisions of
the Act and Commission Regnlations,

Uniike previons election ¢yeles, yon will not receive an additheaal notice frow
the Commission on this matier. Adequate 1esponses received oa or before this date
will be taken into consideration @ determining whether andit action will be mitialed.
Requests for extensions of thue in wkich {o respand will tot be considered, Fatlure
to provide an adequate tesponse by this date may result in an audit ot the committee,
Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act way also result in an enforcement action
against the cominimse. Any response submitted by your committee will be placed on the
public record end will be considered by the Commission prior to taking enforoemuent
poticm.

Electionic filers rmyst file amendments (to include statepents, designatious, aod
reprts) in an electronic Fogrnar and must submit 8o amended peport 1n its entirety, rather
than just, those portions of the report _that are beigg amended. If wou should have any
guestions regarding this matter OF wish to verify the adequacy of your responss, please
copgact me on our toll-free rumber (800) 424-953(0 {at the prompt press 1, then gress 2 t0

reach the Reports Anstvais Division} or my local aumber (202} 6941144,

5112?:;:13;, |
{:Jffz*m‘ ) g@—l

Edwand 2. Kyan
Campaign Finance Analyst
208 Reports Analysis Division
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